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Fixing Broken Hill Lead Problems 
This issue of LEAD Action News begins with a very positive $37.3 million to address lead 

exposure in Broken Hill Facebook post from Roy Butler NSW Member of Parliament for 

Barton state electorate – where Broken Hill mining town is – and comments on it. Then 

follows, my take on who should decide on how the funding should be used.  

Stop press! Momentous news just in:… At the top of the page at https://lead.org.au/fs-

index.html - you’ll now find: Searchable Library Database of The LEAD Group Inc 

Click on the yellow-highlighted link above or go direct to https://www.lead.org.au/library/ to 

Search articles in The LEAD Group's Library Database - that are online - by title, author, 

source, keyword, topic, or LibraryID (library identifier). More than half of the 30,000 data-

entered articles in The LEAD Group’s Library Database, are now in a fully searchable online 

database of online articles about lead – so you know they’re about lead the heavy metal! 

 

2026 Volcano Art Prize Entry. 

You can now listen to Local Heroes 

Ch1 re: The LEAD Group’s first 

decade! Click on this image or here 

to listen to the 52 minute chapter 

Artists: Elizabeth O’Brien (author) 

and Alex Jewson (voice actor). 

Enter VAP 2026 

by 24th Aug 2026! 

There’s still time for you to enter Volcano Art Prize (VAP)! To be in the 

running for this annual lead-awareness-raising global art/photo/film 

competition open to all ages, just go through your smart phone 

photos/videos and pick a landscape-orientation one, create a short Title 

and Lead-Safety Message and enter as many times as you like, at 

volcanoartprize.com/submitentry/ by midnight at the end of the day, your timezone, on 

Monday 24th Aug 2026. Vote for the 2026 People ’s Choice cash prize by Monday 22nd Sept 

2026 at volcanoartprize.com/peoples-choice/ and following pages, (by giving a ThumbsUp). 

You can vote for all the VAP 2026 entries you like! 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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$37.3 million to address lead exposure in Broken Hill 
 

Roy Butler MP FB post,  

3rd July 2026   

 

I'm pleased to see the NSW 

Government commit an 

additional $37.3 million over 

four years to expand lead 

remediation efforts in Broken 

Hill. This funding will make a 

real difference for local families 

and children. 

 

The investment means the 

number of homes remediated 

each year will double, with work 

targeted towards high-risk 

areas, high-risk families and the 

homes of children who have 

already recorded elevated blood 

lead levels. It will also ensure 

important community outreach 

and education programs continue.  

 

For years I've raised this issue alongside Broken Hill City Council because we know the 

serious impact lead exposure can have on children's health and development. Last year I 

successfully pushed for the extension of the Broken Hill Environmental Lead Program, and I 

also sought additional funding through the 2026-27 NSW Budget process. 

 

While the number of Broken Hill children with elevated blood lead levels has fallen 

significantly in recent years, there is still more work to do. The progress we've seen shows 

that remediation and education programs work, and this funding will allow those efforts to be 

expanded. 

 

Broken Hill City Council had asked for additional funding for street sweeping trucks, but 

unfortunately that has not been included in the additional funding package. 

 

Strong local leadership, backed by long-term 

support from state and federal governments, is the 

key to achieving lasting results for our community.  

https://www.facebook.com/Butler4Barwon/photos/-373-million-to-address-lead-exposure-in-broken-hillim-pleased-to-see-the-nsw-go/1495660175906046/
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Comments 

Helen Williams 

My late mother-in-law told us stories of playing & sliding down the skimp dumps, they drank 

rain water all their life & guess what she drove until she was ninety, lived in her own home 

until she was 100 on her own having lost her husband at 69 & she passed at 102 & 8 days. Oh 

& her & her sister who’s still alive went to the club, played the pokies & shared a meal 

between them. Broken Hill bred them strong miss you mum  

Geoffrey Keith Lawrence 

Supply cheaper Water so that gardens and trees will grow. 

Simon Dermody 

Let's ensure the whole 37.3 million is... 

(a) accounted for 

(B) allocated for what it is intended 

(C) not frivoled away with; 

Inadequate Program Evaluation 

Administrative Bloat and Complexity 

Pork Barreling 

Poor Evaluation and Transparency 

Cumbersome Compliance 

If the local council has petitioned for this and then received, then lets ensure its allocation is 

exactly for what it is granted. One would expect that a clear, concise statement was made to 

acquire this funding, and now received not wasted on how do we achieve this. 

Reply 

Rick Mack 

3 x-ray fluorescence spectrometers have been bought so the community could detect 

dangerous heavy metal contamination. $200 thousand dollars, lost or stolen. Never 

used. 

Kylie Lawrence 

It's about time. Also, what are the mines doing to contribute to mitigating lead pollution in 

the Hill? Why aren't they doing more? With the profits that they make, why don't they cough 

up for the street-sweeping trucks (they would claim them back on tax as a business expense 

anyway)? 

Errol Hussein 

But does the testing continue after they’re 5 years old? 

https://www.facebook.com/helen.williams.378?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIwNjIwMzgzNjQ3MDIyNDg%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/geoffrey.keith.lawrence?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5Nzk3NTg5MjI2NDg2MjQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/simon.r.dermody?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzk1NDkwNzYzNzU1NDUxMg%3D%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwMTM5Mjg2ODQ1NzcyNDc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/kylie.lawrence?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5MzMxMzg5MTA2NzIxOTE%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/errol.hussein.1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI0ODEwNDAwNjIzNjk2NjM%3D&__tn__=R*F
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Reply 

Jason Doubtfire 

Errol Hussein nothing wrong with me  

Reply 

Errol Hussein 

Jason Doubtfire ummmm yes I beleive you mate  

Peter Davis 

It's a mining town, the mines have supported us for over a hundred years. I'm sick and tired 

of the mines being blamed for existing. 

Rachel Storey 

If you would like to look at the long-term effects of lead on communities, Mt Isa has some 

very excellent studies. For some reason, Broken Hill does not, despite same lead exposure. If 

you think its ok for a multi trillion-dollar company, and those who subsequently have 

operated the mines, to mine and do what they like with no remediation works, then well done 

you. You may want to do some research into the long-term neurological effects of exposure to 

lead on kids. Companies have a responsibility too. This money is long over deserved. Just 

because you live in Broken Hill does not mean you should accept third world standards for 

being grateful to now foreign companies who will take what's good from the land but leave 

precious little to you and your families. Well done Roy and the Greens who pushed this 

through. 

Vicki Trengovemccormack 

Just have your lead levels tested. I was born and still there, my kids born and still there - we 

are alright. Wash their hands after being outside. Kids of today don’t even play in the dirt like 

we did. You will be fine. 

Jason Cox 

Drop in the ocean compared to how much revenue has left the town in the last 130 odd years 

in comparison to what been spent back in the community that made it. 

Broken Hill should be the Las Vegas of Australia, nonetheless we fight on. 

Rick Mack 

I’ve been trying to get Roy Butler to at least look at what they’ve done in Morocco to protect 

preschool and school kids from lead. He’s been too busy getting money for remediation. 

A solution probably wouldn’t make as much money. 

Rohan Jones 

Free water - encourage lawns and gardens 

  

https://www.facebook.com/peter.davis.995460?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5NzQwMTE4OTk5MTUyOTg%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rachel.storey.180?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5MzE3Nzc5MzA3NDE2ODc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/vicki.trengovemccormack?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE2NDU3Mjc3Njk4MzU1Nzk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/jason.cox.758399?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE1MDA1NzMxNzQ2NzE0NjQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIyMzM5NjU2NDczNzU1OTc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640
https://www.facebook.com/rohan.jones.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwNDEzMDI3MzUwNzQxNzU%3D&__tn__=R*F
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Kate Marsden 

This is great news. The damage lead does is well documented and has been for decades, that's 

why they removed it from petrol! The people of Broken Hill deserve to live lead free. 

Reply 

Rick Mack 

They can. A simple registered food additive stops lead accumulating in the body. Ask 

Roy, he has the information I’ve given his office. 

Lead is a slow acting cumulative poison. Unless you’re exposed to a lot of lead as a lead 

risk worker, the effects of chronic low-level exposure are just an increase in what is put 

down to aging; increased cardiovascular disease, kidney disease, neurological disease 

and cancer. Nothing dramatic, just a higher incidence. The more apparent effects are 

with kids; lower IQ, behavioural problems, learning difficulties. 

What people need to recognise is that the effects of lead can be avoided. Lead can be 

irrelevant when it comes to health. Simple, safe and inexpensive, an authorised food 

additive can provide complete protection. 

Not everyone has won the genetic lottery by getting good genes from their parents. 

Just because some people are unaffected by lead doesn't help people who are. 

Greg Bell 

How about new bridges from Broken hill to Silverton so people can travel safe over flooding 

creek and river ????? Keep store open for everyone to visit?  

Jordon Singleton 

What about all the kids who are grown now with problems because of the high lead levels? 

Reply 

Rick Mack 

Many of them could be treated. Remove the lead and a lot of neurological effects 

disappear. But the health department only treats severe lead poisoning, otherwise 

you’re on your own. 

Milt MacFarlane 

Well done Roy. As an outsider I read a random article on it a few months back that wasn't too 

flattering for it. 

Linda Doevendans 

Better than giving out free teddy bears, like they did years ago. 

Isabelle Eriksson 

A total free thing that would help everyone reduce their lead levels in the community is if you 

could ask Sydney water [and every other local water authority] to remove the flouride from 

our tap water. 

https://www.facebook.com/katekatekateau?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwNTI3NjU0OTM5NDc0ODQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIyNTAzOTcxOTU3OTExMDc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/greg.bell.587?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI4MjYyNTIwMjUzMzM1NTUx&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/jordon.singleton?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE4MDMyNDg3NjEwODQyOTY%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEzMTU2ODg1OTA3MzEyOTY%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/miltabest?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzg2OTI2MjkyMjQ2NDEwMQ%3D%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/linda.doevendans?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzk5ODAyMjE0MzAxODEwNg%3D%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/isabelle.eriksson.94?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5MDQxMDM2NDcyMTQ1ODA%3D&__tn__=R*F
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Flouride is a neurotoxin and has a similar effect on children as lead. Flouride also makes the 

body absorb lead easier. Flouride is a topical solution [it only works while actually on the 

teeth and there is no benefit to swallowing it] and most children have free dental care so 

[fluoride added to the water that passes so briefly through the mouth is] no longer needed. 

Flouride in drinking water is not common practice in most countries. It is Medication without 

consent. 

Sandra Vodic 

wow it only took 60 years well done!!! 

Michael Thompson 

Great to make an announcement. Can you please provide details of what will be done? 

Felicity Archbold 

Does that mean they will keep testing after kids turn 5? I remember a study that my daughter 

took part in when she was 4 years old until she was 12. She is 25 now. They would buy her 

baby teeth when they fell out and ran samples from the house and yard plus blood lead test 

every 3 months. Nothing came of that 

Jake Watson 

Need to see all the details before I rejoice 

Barb Barbarella 

It would be great to see BHP make a sizeable contribution 

Ben Hancock 

Need to start training up some youngsters with your values and ethics young Roy Butler 

MP not just your electorate needs you the whole country needs these things and approach 

strong . 

Bruce Welburn 

Reckon fix up the Tibbooburra road be a better idea? 

Stephanie Reghenzani 

Need Erin Brockovich on it lol 

Craig McNamara 

I'm sure those tax $$$ will be well spent.  

Sebastian Sadgrove 

Ain't their expanding like a couple of mines in BH? 

Ruth Holmes 

Love to know the high risk areas please  

Craig Bonell 

Fix the roads. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/sandra.vodic.71?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE2OTU3MzUyOTE1NDk4NTI%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/michael.thompson.23573?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIwNjM4MTg1ODQzNDM3MTY%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/felicity.archbold?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzM2Mjg3MjM1MjM5NjE1MTc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/jake.watson.5876?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE5ODUxNjE5Mzg3OTM5ODA%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/barb.hawerkamp?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwMjU4MDYwMTM2OTMyNjI%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/Raptor1977?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE1ODk1Nzk1MjI1OTQ5NzI%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/Butler4Barwon?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/Butler4Barwon?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.welburn.9?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzg4NzA2MDUyNzE3NDYyMg%3D%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/stephanie.reghenzani.3?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwNDEyMzI1NjE1ODY5ODk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/craig.mcnamara.545?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEyMTgyNTMwOTAzNzMxOTM%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/sebastian.sadgrove?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIyMzYwNDY2NjcxNTYyMzc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/ruth.holmes.3572?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIyNTAyNDExOTI0NTM3NTQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565953835543&comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEzNDgyMzA4NzA3NDcyODE%3D&__tn__=R*F
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Daniel Sullivan 

Great job! 

Lyndie Jackson Symonds 

You could build a lot of houses for half that money. 

Bruce Johnston 

IT MIGHT B CHEAPER 4 EVERYONE 2 MOVE 2 ADELAIDE ETC,. COZ HUNDREDS 

OF #MILES# IN ANY DIRECTION COZ ALL D "LEAD DUST" IS BLOWN 360'DEGREES. 

LOOKS LIKE WE WILL CONTINUE 2 LIVE N DIE HERE. 

Jenny-lee Rowbotham 

The lead levels dropped because the method of blood lead testing changed. You cannot have 

lots of results above 15ug/dL [micrograms per decilitre] then all of a sudden there’s a change 

in testing the blood lead levels and the average comes down to 3 ug/dL. 

In 1995 the lead levels were 65 ug/dL at 18 months old for 3 children. 

NSW Health Department then stated levels were too high so back then, Gribbles Pathology 

changed their method of testing and from then on there was a 39% decline in blood lead 

levels [of children up to the age of 5 in Broken Hill]. 

When the level of concern dropped to 5ug/dL, they changed the method of testing so levels 

would read below the level of concern - that’s why Broken Hill didn’t get the funding they 

should have – it was because the blood lead levels fell below the level of concern. 

I have reports that state even low blood lead levels cause brain damage. Lead impairs 

learning and behavior by mimicking calcium to cross the blood-brain barrier, 

directly disrupting neurotransmitter pathways essential for memory formation 

and impulse control. By altering the release and reception of chemicals in the central 

nervous system, lead exposure lowers IQ, accelerates forgetting, and increases impulsivity 

and aggression. 

A report by a leading professor and five other specialists both here in Australia and in 

America, found from tests conducted on some Broken Hill children that the brain damage 

they’re seeing in these brain tests, was never seen before - extreme poisoning of the brain 

from lead and other chemicals. 

That would be the mine mill reagents from historical dumps that have been moved and the 

dust created as the dumps uncontrolled dust spewed over the town for years and still to this 

day every time the mines fire up their underground large fans which pump all fumes, dust 

and radon gas to the surface. These have spewed all over the town for years. 

No wonder there are so many brain masses/tumors in the community. 

The method for blood lead testing now is flawed and the results are not NATA accredited so 

the results cannot be used if your children get sick. 

So the Health department have covered themselves. 

https://www.facebook.com/daniel.r.sullivan.9?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIwODcxNTM4ODkzNDg3NTM%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/lyndie.jacksonsymonds?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIwNzA5NTU3NzcxMTI0NTI%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.johnston.630765?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEyOTM4MjE2NjI1MzIwMTA%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/miles?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/jenny.lee.rowbotham?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzk1ODM4NjAzMzkxMTEwMw%3D%3D&__tn__=R*F
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And Broken Hill deserves that the monitors for dust should be testing what’s actually in the 

dust including chemicals, heavy metals and radiation levels. 

The monitors should not just be for one form of lead - galena - when there’s a host of various 

forms of lead in those samples. Why are the mines only reporting larger particle size 

fractions? They are only required to report insoluble lead and 10 micron particle size when it 

is well documented that the 2.5 micron particle size fraction causes the most health effects 

because it lodges in the lungs and is absorbed into the bloodstream and travels to the brain 

causing a host of health effects including bronchitis etc. 

Broken Hill community needs to stand up and demand to know what’s in the dust in their 

homes, preschools, schools, parks, air conditioning units – all this dust should be tested for 

everything. 

NSW EPA and other government departments have covered themselves by under reporting 

what’s in the dust and soil. 

And EPA covered the mines from any liability by only having to report 10 micron lead galena, 

when they are aware what’s in the dust from historical dumps this is toxic and hazardous 

material. 

Broken Hill City Council have a lot to answer for… granting licences for open cut mining in 

the centre of the community. Nowhere else in Australia has this ever been allowed. 

As the EPA stated it was your council giving licences for open cut mining and remnant 

salvage mining that’s created contamination of the town. 

You had members of Council having shares in the mining company granting a mining licence 

for open cut mining in the centre of town with family homes sitting on the mine boundary 

fences and trains carting lead and zinc concentrate uncovered through town with concentrate 

billowing off rail trucks contaminating all the homes it passed before leaving Broken Hill 

bound for Port Pirie, South Australia. 

Poisoning all the towns along the rail path. 

It’s been the negligence of a lot of government departments that turned a blind eye to the 

poisoning of the Broken Hill community. Their way of fixing the problem has been to 

downplay the true extent of the contamination of the community and people living there. 

I did ask why they couldn’t put covers on rail trucks. I was told that the Acids in the 

concentrate would eat holes in the tarps. For this reason, they couldn’t be used to stop 

concentrate billowing off rail trucks. 

Our homes and schools were covered in the concentrate. 

Then I asked the question: so if acids eat holes in tarps what’s it doing to our lungs when we 

inhale the concentrate lead, zinc and chemicals used in the milling process? 

I was told by NSW Mineral Resources staff “it’s ok, the material has been treated. No harm.” 

This is what’s happening still: downplay the true contamination and poisoning of the 
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community in Broken Hill. 

Have a look at how many children are on Ritalin and anti-depressants and have autism and 

other brain disorders. 

Even at low levels, lead in any form, along with all the other metals and chemicals cause brain 

disorders. 

Neurotoxins are still getting in to our children every day. 

Reply: 

Rick Mack 

Jenny-lee Rowbotham That's probably why the three x-ray fluorescence 

spectrometers the community bought have been lost. They just detect lead, not the 

form of lead. 

Lead doesn't affect everyone the same way, some people are relatively immune, most 

aren't. Some people die early, some don't. 

Nobody needs to be badly affected by lead, but most people in power don't want to 

admit there's a problem, so it doesn't need a solution, regardless of how cost-effective 

the solution is. 

Good hygiene is important, but doesn’t keep lead out of your body if you’ve got 

chickens. They eat dirt. 

James Mullany 

And why are taxpayers funding this Roy Butler MP and not BHP who caused it? 

Jason Doubtfire 

Why ? 

BHCC [Broken Hill City Council] dry blows the footpaths down the main St!! 

Lead Ted would not approve....... …  

Where are all the dust collection points for the lead level recordings? 

Reply 

Rick Mack 

I don't know BH well enough yet to answer that question, except to say that wet 

sweeping would be a lot safer. But dust measurements really don't matter because the 

EPA averages the results so they never have to report that the miners are exceeding 

licensed emissions limits. 

Reply 

Gary Smith 

Jason Doubtfire - As I replied before maybe their theory of the lead dust in 

https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE4MTc4MDY3MzI5MzA3ODY%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/james.mullany.18?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzQ1MzAxNzU4NTcyMTc2MjA%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/Butler4Barwon?__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/jason.doubtfire.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI4MTY2OTYxMTIwMzA3MDE%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI1Mjk2MzQwMzQxNTAxODQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
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Argent & Patton Streets is that they run parallel too the line of load ? Whats got 

me stuffed is how comes it doesn't lob in the residents' yards that live in Eyre, 

Piper & Hebbard Streets & lands in Patton St. & the Patton St. Park. 

Dean Dwyer 

What about the effects on people and children who have been exposed to prolonged exposure 

to lead dust it’s all good to clean up but what about the people and children living with the 

side effects from high levels of lead in their system 

Bradley Jenkins 

37 million wasted, we all grew up in it no issues. Spend it on infrastructure that keeps this 

town alive. 

Keith Smith 

BHP own it. Give them the bill. 

Kym Roberg 

That will never happen. 

Arthur Mergler 

Port Pirie? 

Marjorie Mason 

About time. I’m surprised the Aboriginal owners of BH are not claiming compo for 

contamination of their country 

Dan Daniel 

So who do I contact to see if I’m eligible? CBH you guys just dig it up, I’ll put down my own 

stuff. So I only need part of the work done. 

Glen Walker 

So the taxpayer funds this and the mining companies that caused it pay nothing!!! Yep, the 

way it always works... 

Kouta K Hodge 

Mines should be the ones forkin out for it they cause it so.... 

Rick Mack 

Up to 3 years is the age when lead can most lower IQ. But learning difficulties, behavioural 

problems happen in older kids. 

Lead accumulates in the body so testing older kids and adults would make things look really 

bad. Baby teeth are a brilliant way to measure past lead exposure by the way, as is bone lead. 

Both teeth and bone can be tested for lead using appropriate portable XRF analysers. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/francisdeandwyer?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE1NTU2NDE4MjI2Njg5Mzc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/bradley.jenkins.464825?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEzNzQyMjM3MDEyNTA1Mzk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005348681343&comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEwMDcwNDM5ODE5NTg1ODk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61572573082426&comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzIxMDk0Njk4NTMyODE4Njc%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/arthur.mergler.90?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI3Nzc1NDU1NjkyOTQ5NzM%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/marjorie.mason.35?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzI4NDIwODMyMDI4MDI1ODE%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/dan.daniel.00?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzEzNjM4NTgzMDg5Nzg3Mjk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/glen.walker.5477?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzM5MzEzMzI3NTcxNzYzMDM%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/kyle.hodge.3954?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE2Njk0NDkxNTgwNzgwMjk%3D&__tn__=R*F
https://www.facebook.com/rick.mack.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxNDk1NjU5MDcyNTcyODIzXzE2ODkwNjU4NjU2ODAxMjQ%3D&__tn__=R*F
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LEAD Group Emails on Fixing Broken Hill Lead 

Problems  
EMAIL ONE – 11th July 2026 

Hi folks, 

You've probably seen "Broken Hill mother exposed to lead as a child fights same battle with 

her children" - ABC News https://share.google/RnZdQqHsoXmd4Ywiz but there's two vital 

ingredients missing: 

1. If you leave the heavy metal contaminated ceiling cavity dust in the ceiling void you 

have wasted any money spent on home remediation 

2. if you leave the lead in people's bodies, without even attempting to drag it out with 

daily EDTA in biscuits or bread supplied by a local Broken Hill bakery or at least an 

Australian bakery, then the injustice just remains entrenched for yet another 

generation. 

We need to take these issues up with the powers that be. 

Kind regards 

Elizabeth O'Brien, aka Grandma Lead 

Lead Scientist and Lead Advisor 

Member, The LEAD Group’s Technical Advisory Board, 

The LEAD Group Inc charity 

 

2026 Volcano Art 

Prize Entry 

Artist: Grandma Lead 
Title: Flat Dust 
Lead Safety Message: A 
truck-mounted industrial 
HEPA vac like this Insulvac 
one can lead-safely remove 
and bag up for waste 
disposal, 100m2 of ceiling 
void dust per day from a 
block of flats. Every building 
should be professionally 
detoxed of toxic cavity dust 
by an Australian Dust 
Removalists Association 
(ADRA) member company. 

Description of Work: Photo and logo collage made in Powerpoint and Paint. Lead-safety message 100m2 factoid 

courtesy of Gavin Clarke, ADRA President. https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/flat-dust/ 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://share.google/RnZdQqHsoXmd4Ywiz
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/flat-dust/


 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

LEAD Action News Volume 24 Number 2  August 2026 Page 13 of 48 

 

EMAIL TWO – 27th July 2026 

Hi all, 

I've been exchanging emails with Jenny Rowbotham re: Broken Hill. 

Jenny has been documenting the goings on in Broken Hill in the context of the monitoring of 

blood lead levels and also tracking funding allocations for remediation work. She has some 

disturbing observations. 

I will try to inadequately summarise what I believe she's said. 

Firstly, on the basis of discrepancies between blood lead tests carried out in Broken Hill and 

South Australia on the same people on the same day she has a strong indication that blood 

lead levels determined in Broken Hill may be understated by 50% or more. This would 

obviously make the past intervention and remediation work look a lot more successful than it 

actually has been. It would be interesting to review the testing laboratories' calibration 

procedures. Perhaps an audit by NATA would clarify the situation. 

The existing policy of limiting testing of paediatric blood lead levels to 1–5-year olds may be 

masking/ignoring higher blood lead levels in older children. If that's the case, any 

conclusions drawn could very well be useless or worse. 

My viewpoint, based on internal Queensland Health documentation about lead paint in older 

social housing, is that EVERY older (pre-1997) dwelling in Broken Hill is likely to represent a 

greatly increased risk to children living in that dwelling. I would not be surprised if an 

analysis of remediation work indicated that children in older dwellings had the highest blood 

lead levels. 

That brings us to another aspect of Jenny's information. A portable XRF (x-ray fluorescence 

spectrometer) greatly facilitates the detection of excess lead contamination in dwellings and 

surrounds. It allows on-site results instead of depending on subsequent and sometimes slow 

laboratory analysis. Portable XRF devices have been purchased and even used in intervention 

investigations, but their use appears to have been sharply restricted to very limited 

investigations, rather than a more complete survey of the more polluted or older parts of 

Broken Hill. There is a very real question as to what has happened to several of the XRF 

spectrometers purchased. In any event, the small number of interventions do not by any 

means justify the funds allegedly used. 

Overall, there is an indication that funds intended for monitoring/remediation are being 

misdirected, or misused. I am not aware of any breakdown of where the funds are used, nor 

has their use been audited. At the very least, funding has been used very inefficiently. 

An announcement was made a short time ago that $37.3 million dollars had been allocated to 

remediation and education activities in Broken Hill. We have yet to see a breakdown of the 

distribution of those funds. 
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That brings me to my opinion of the situation in Broken Hill. Evidence from the Macquarie 

University environmental sciences group clearly indicates extensive parts of Broken Hill are 

heavily contaminated in addition to natural lead deposits. This contamination is due to 

historical smelting activities, more current lead ore dust from mining activities, lead paint 

dust from older housing and building cavity dust from all buildings. It is well beyond the 

capacity of any affordable remediation or decontamination activities to do more than provide 

a slight reduction in the overall lead exposure risk. The major risks remain. 

That said, I believe it IS possible to lead-proof the people living in Broken Hill, and the mine 

workers so that the presence of lead becomes less problematic. That could provide an elegant 

solution to the health risks posed by current lead exposure at much less expense. 

A trial in school children has been proposed to the Health minister by Roy Butler to test if 

food supplements that remove lead from the body would provide adequate protection. Any 

support for this trial would be invaluable. See the article at 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640 - a Moroccan 

study that would likely provide the basis of the study proposed. 

Regards, 

Rick 

Dr Ulrich Mack BSc PhD (Medicine UQ) 

Member, The LEAD Group’s Technical Advisory Board 

 https://leadtox.blog 

Kids with Lead Poisoning https://www.facebook.com/groups/375900123128937 

2025 Volcano Art Prize entry 

Artist: Elizabeth O’Brien 

Title: Broken Hill Ore Trains 

Lead-Safety Message: After more than a 

century of uncovered ore trains (inset) 

spreading toxic lead and other heavy and 

radioactive metals through Broken Hill and all 

along the train line to Port Pirie smelter, 

Jenny Rowbotham led a successful campaign 

to get the ore trucks covered so today you can 

see green trains snaking through the town 

between the mine waste dumps or line of lode 

(on the right) and nearby heavily 

contaminated residences. Description of 

Work: iPhone8 colour photo and inset from https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/view/300 - Broken 

Hill Ore Train circa 1951. 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/broken-hill-ore-trains/ 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640
https://leadtox.blog/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/375900123128937
https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/view/300
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/broken-hill-ore-trains/
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EMAIL THREE – 27th July 2026 

Hi folks, 

You make some excellent points Rick. Thanks for all your emails to Roy Butler’s office. I’d be 

very keen to get more detail on what study exactly Roy Butler has proposed to the NSW 

Health Minister. As I hope you and Jenny know by now, I am dead keen for any Broken Hill 

blood lead study to be done on all ages. The ages of the children in the Moroccan study you 

sent Rick (which I’ve saved with filename: <Bouhouch et al Effects of Wheat-Flour Biscuits 

Fortified with Iron & EDTA 201611.pdf>) were 3-14 years so that’s way better than any blood 

lead study ever done in Broken Hill (where 5 yr olds are the oldest, apart from pregnant 

women who are typically blood lead tested as a proxy for the blood lead level of the foetus) 

but even so, any study that is in the proposal/development stage, should not be age-

restrictive.  

The Moroccan study states: 

“we included both preschool- and school-aged children (3–14 y); this may be relevant, 

because current studies suggest that BPb [blood lead] concentrations at 5–9 y of age are 

strongly associated with IQ, possibly even more so than in earlier childhood.” 

But by far the biggest cost of lead exposure to the health of a community is actually in 

disability caused by lead-induced heart attack, stroke and dementia. Thus the need to include 

people of all ages. 

A note on the term “food supplements”: I believe that a diet can be supplemented by eg iron 

syrup/tablets but if the iron is added to a foodstuff, the term is “iron-fortified”. And if the iron 

is associated with a chelator (such as EDTA) then it is no longer a supplement or just an iron-

fortificant, but rather, it is an “iron-fortificant food additive”.  

Because only a tiny daily dose of iron EDTA (also called “ferric EDTA”, “ferric sodium EDTA” 

and written as “NaFeEDTA” in Bouhouch et al) is required to increase iron absorption and 

remove previously absorbed lead from the bloodstream as well as to minimise newly-

swallowed lead absorption via the gut, the best way to administer this iron fortificant 

Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)-approved food additive, is via baked goods such as 

biscuits, cake, bread or even cereal. In the Bouhouch study, the NaFeEDTA was procured 

from Dr Paul Lohmann GmbH & Co - High Value Mineral Salts - https://www.lohmann-

minerals.com/ - Germany; then baked into biscuits by Hug AG – Hug Food Service - 

https://www.hug-foodservice.ch/au-en/ - Switzerland. 

I just used Paul Lohmann’s website’s chat bot to ask: 

“Do you still supply NaFeEDTA as you did in 2011-12 to Hug AG in Switzerland for the 

NaFeEDTA biscuits for the Swiss Bouhouch et al (2016) study in Moroccan children in order 

to reduce their blood lead levels and improve their iron status? If so, what will it cost to send 

https://www.lohmann-minerals.com/
https://www.lohmann-minerals.com/
https://www.hug-foodservice.ch/au-en/
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a trial amount of 1kg of food-grade NaFeEDTA to an Australian bakery to convince the baker 

to agree to take part in a blood lead study in the world's most productive lead-mining town, 

Broken Hill? For the reference to Paul Lohmann GmbH, See 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640 ” 

During our chat, I received the following: 

Welcome to Dr. Paul Lohmann® – I'm Paul, your virtual assistant. Ask me – I'm here to help 

quickly and reliably! 

Thank you for reaching out with this fascinating project — the Bouhouch et al. study and the 

application of NaFeEDTA for reducing blood lead levels is a well-recognised area of research. 

I'm glad to help. 

Yes, we still supply Ferric Sodium EDTA (NaFeEDTA). We offer two grades: 

Product 

No. 
Description Key Feature 

511081001 
Powder, approx. 13% 

Fe 
Novel Food (EU) — suitable for food applications 

511081002 
Powder, approx. 13% 

Fe 

BP 2025 — yellow/yellow-brown, slightly sweet & salty, 

slightly sour 

 

Summary of your request: 

• Country: Australia 

• Industry: Environmental health / lead poisoning prevention 

• Request: Trial supply of 1 kg Ferric Sodium EDTA (NaFeEDTA), Product No. 

511081001 (Novel Food grade, powder, approx. 13 % Fe), for a blood lead study with 

a bakery in Broken Hill 

 

I'll forward your request to our sales team right away. 

[end of chat] 

So Rick, hopefully you will be able to phone a Broken Hill bakery to explain the whole plan 

and someone from Paul Lohmann will phone you soon!! 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0002916522046640
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If a Broken Hill bakery is interested in baking NaFeEDTA into a foodstuff that is suitable for 

this proposal, it’s possible they might also be interested in being promoted as a cooperative 

community organization involved in the study or just simply as a tourist destination – which 

I’d certainly visit on my next trip to Broken Hill!!       

Cheers 

Elizabeth O’Brien 

I was born on Wakka Wakka Country and live and work on the sovereign unceded lands of 

the Dainggatti Nation and the Gadigal and Wangal people of the Eora Nation and I pay my 

respects to Elders, past, present and future. Always was, always will be, Aboriginal Land. 

2025 Volcano Art Prize 

entry 

Artist/Photographer: Jenny 

Rowbotham 

Title: Broken Hill 

Monitoring System 

Lead-Safety Message: With 

broken air monitors like this 

for the Broken Hill CML7 

Mining Lease and totally 

incredibly low Lead & lead compounds emitted to air (fugitive/total) like 95kg in 2015/16; despite the 

astronomical Lead & lead compounds transferred to on-site tailing storage reported as 1,600,000 kg in the same 

year in the NSW EPA uploads to the National Pollutant Inventory (NPI), how can any government even consider 

renewing this surface lead Mining Lease and why doesn’t NSW EPA interrogate/investigate BROKEN HILL 

OPERATIONS PTY LTD, CBH Resources- Rasp Mine – Broken Hill data before passing it on from the mine 

operators to NPI? Description of Work: Lead-Safety Message data from www.npi.gov.au federal Australian 

government website. Smart phone photos collaged in Powerpoint and Paint. 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/broken-hill-monitoring-system/  

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL FOUR – 28th July 2026 

Subject: Past Problems of and Future Solutions to Lead-Safety Expenditure in Broken Hill 

Hi folks, 

It is my contention that whoever decided how all the previous millions spent on 

“remediation” in Broken Hill should be spent, should not simply be given the same 

opportunity to fail by being allowed to decide how the next grant is spent, because they have 

failed to protect the community from lead exposure for, in my opinion, the following main 

reasons (note that The LEAD Group has since 1993 been collecting together the community’s 

experiences and our solutions as to how the remediation funds should have been and should 

in future be spent, so I’ve included the solutions in this list too): 

http://www.npi.gov.au/npidata/action/load/emission-by-individual-facility-result/criteria/state/NSW/year/2016/jurisdiction-facility/1333
http://www.npi.gov.au/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/broken-hill-monitoring-system/
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1. Most of the Broken Hill cash ends up in wages to public servants who are in a conflict-

of-interest because, if this cashflow would stop they might lose their jobs but if they 

had been doing their jobs properly since the late 1980s and used the assessment and 

remediation money judiciously, based on the science, they’d be recommending that 

Ministers never granted tailings re-mining licences in the first place, or, following that 

error of permitting re-mining, they’d have recommended closing down the open cut 

re-mining of tailings on the Line of Lode and capping the Line of Lode with thousands 

of metres of geotextile and millions of tons of clay then topsoiling and growing 

autochthonous vegetation there (and leave only the arts, tourism, renewable energy 

projects and licensed underground mining activities to keep the town open for 

business). The man who, despite me having a Botany degree, taught me the word 

autochthonous – Broken Hill resident and all-round great guy Semitj Hopcraft – 

would be the absolute best person to be in charge of receiving millions of the recently 

announced $37m remediation allocation and employing and training (if necessary) 

local gardeners including first nations school-leavers, job-seekers and even prisoners, 

to green the Line of Lode and continue greening the whole town and surrounds. 

2. Government-funded and managed “remediation” in Broken Hill has never included 

cavity void dust being professionally removed. Thus, so-called “remediated” homes’ 

residents; and pre-schoolers and older kids in “remediated buildings” past and future, 

will continue to have lead and other toxic metals raining down on them in the living 

space, through the gaps between each sheet of corrugated iron or fibreboard ceiling 

panel and around the room edges, for forever. The solution is that remediation must 

include professional vacuuming of ceiling void dust (which could be containerized and 

sent by train to Port Pirie to recycle gold, silver and heavy metals out of it) followed by 

replacement of all (in priority order dependent on lead risks of residents) the 

traditional Broken Hill-style corrugated iron ceilings with modern ceilings that are 

properly corniced and sealed. Even if surface mining ceases and autochthonous plants 

minimise surface soil recirculating into homes and yards on windy days, if ceiling void 

dust is not safely professionally removed, it will remain an ongoing source of lead 

exposure for generations to come. To my knowledge, there is still an industrial truck-

mounted HEPA Vac machine (the only type of machine recommended for ceiling dust 

vacuuming) located in Broken Hill and previously operated by Australian Dust 

Removalists Association (ADRA) member company West State Training Ltd. So if 

West State Training Ltd or someone who they sell the machine to doesn’t get a couple 

of million dollars from the latest grant to vacuum highest-priority ceiling voids, blood 

leads simply will not fall. 

3. The NSW government seems to have not used the XRF (x-ray fluorescence) machines 

purchased with past Broken Hill remediation grants for environmental lead 

assessments and they’ve never used a grant to purchase an XRF machine calibrated 

for bone or tooth lead assessment. Appropriate bone lead XRF machines should have 



 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

LEAD Action News Volume 24 Number 2  August 2026 Page 19 of 48 

 

been being used on humans of all ages in Broken Hill for at least the past dozen years 

that the technology has been available, because when you measure bone lead by XRF 

in vivo, you get a better picture of the body lead burden, and if you make changes, like 

stopping tailings re-mining, building remediation, capping contaminated soil or 

adding an iron-fortificant chelation additive to a daily foodstuff supplied at eg pre-

schools and schools, you can then repeat the bone lead XRF measurement following 

the intervention, in order to accurately assess whether the body lead burden has risen 

or fallen. Bone lead changes are the absolute best way to determine how second stage 

remediation funding should be spent after the initial stage of remediation or detox 

programs have occurred. If the NSW government was to purchase bone lead XRF 

machines for Broken Hill, the best global bone lead XRF expert to oversee the 

program would be US-based Dr Aaron Specht. See Library articles by Aaron Specht 

et al re: portable X-Ray Fluorescence (pXRF) testing for bone lead, strontium, etc in 

The LEAD Group Library as at Dec 2024, in LANv22n4, at 

https://www.lead.org.au/lanv22n4/LANv22n4-13.pdf  

4. First some context: in NSW, outside of Broken Hill, anyone can ask their GP for a 

blood lead referral or blood lead series referral and ask their GP to write on the 

referral, “send result/s to patient” and “Medicare bulk bill”, and the person can take 

the referral to any pathology clinic, including a public hospital clinic, and they will 

always have the blood collected by a competent phlebotomist via the inherently more 

accurate venous sampling method, the blood will be tested on properly calibrated 

equipment in a lab that is typically taking part in an external quality control program, 

the patient will pay nothing and will receive a paper copy of their result/s in the mail, 

but can also request from their GP at any time, say, all their blood lead results for the 

last few weeks or 20 years (or however long they’ve been having blood lead testing 

done) and the doctor will typically print them out and then the patient with their 

doctor can figure out why their blood lead has changed over time – what acts to 

increase it and what decreases it. By contrast, the GPs in Broken Hill all seem to be 

under orders to NOT refer patients (apart from lead-risk workers whose bio-

monitoring for lead is mandated in WHS regulations) for blood lead testing (let alone 

for a blood lead series which is what The LEAD Group recommends everyone in 

Broken Hill needs to be able to properly manage their own or their child’s blood lead 

level). Instead, in Broken Hill, only cord blood lead is tested for lead at births and 

parents of children up to the age of 5 are encouraged to have their children capillary 

(finger-prick) blood lead tested by nurses at Broken Hill Community Health Centre, 

who place the collected blood drop/s into a desk-top point-of-care machine that was 

recalled years ago for giving inaccurate low readings; and after a few minutes, the 

number/result is told to the parent. So unless the parent writes down the date and 

result each time, they have no documentation. Individual lead poisoning case 

management seems to be essentially non-existent in Broken Hill which, in my mind, is 

an indicator that the nurses have been tasked with getting blood samples and lead 

https://www.lead.org.au/lanv22n4/LANv22n4-13.pdf
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results rather than with playing any role in reducing blood lead levels in individuals. If 

painful finger-prick blood sampling is a common experience for indigenous children, 

then that would explain why fewer indigenous children (as a percentage of that sub-

population) are being brought in for blood lead testing, than non-indigenous children. 

The solution is to make blood lead referring for venous sampling by phlebotomists 

available for every resident via their GP, just like it is everywhere else in NSW.  

5. The “action blood lead level” (the blood lead level which triggers investigation of the 

child’s or adult’s environment with a view to advising on remediating it) remains 

higher in Broken Hill than in the rest of NSW - a social justice issue all of its own. If 

the regulations were changed such that NSW Health [department] received 

notification from the pathology lab of every blood lead result, (not just those above the 

state “blood lead action” or notification level of 5ug/dL, that is 5 micrograms of lead 

per decilitre of blooc) and if Broken Hill Community Health Centre could be renamed 

Broken Hill Community Environmental Health Centre or Broken Hill Community 

Lead-Safety Centre and restaffed with environmental assessors, a nutritionist with 

expertise in heavy metal-affected people and lead poisoning case managers, then once 

a blood lead notification came in to the Centre, staff could respond to a specific pre-

chosen blood lead level for each at-risk sub-group eg, over 1ug/dL in a pre-crawling 

indigenous child could be a trigger level for home lead assessment, dietary review, 

whether smoking or vaping is occurring inside the home (both can increase lead air 

levels), and potentially, provide home-remediation, advice and other assistance, 

follow-up blood lead, tooth lead or bone lead testing, thus potentially preventing the 

blood lead level ever getting as high as 5ug/dL. Plus Centre staff and Maari Ma 

Aboriginal Health staff could be funded to proactively sample homes prior to residents 

moving in so that they can determine whether a home is actually lead-safe, should be 

remediated or should have its ceiling dust removed and then be demolished lead-

safely, and the site capped and greened so that homes that have lead poisoned 

generations of Broken Hill residents are no longer contributing to the problem. 

6. Jenny Rowbotham’s contention of falsely low blood lead results from Broken Hill 

blood lead testing can be proven or disproven through the government requiring that 

venous blood samples be collected at the same time as capillary blood samples on a 

small study group of Broken Hill individuals then tested for lead the usual ways both 

in Broken Hill and, for the venous sample, by an external pathology lab which 

participates in a quality control program. If the more accurate venous blood sampling 

for a blood lead series ordered by their GP and results provided in writing to the 

patient/parent could become standard practice for anyone in Broken Hill who 

requests it, then, with accurate blood lead results for all ages, individualized case 

management could be instigated, potentially including lead detox, effective lead 

remediation or moving to a more lead-safe home and regular confirmation that the 

blood lead level is falling.  
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I hope these opinions are useful thought-starters for all 

but especially to fuel enquiries to politicians and 

government agencies.  

Cheers, Elizabeth O’Brien, aka Grandma Lead 

See Grandma Lead Goes To Broken Hill - Written 

Interview with Elizabeth O’Brien, for LEAD Action 

News vol 22 no 2, at 

https://lead.org.au/lanv22n2/LANv22n2_02_Grandma_Lead_visits_Broken_Hill.pdf 
[mentions Dr Aaron Reuben, Jenny Rowbotham (both pictured at right), Semitj Hopcraft, Ghislaine Gigi Barbe, 

Brian Arndt and Emeritus Professor Brian Gulson (both from The LEAD Group’s Technical Advisory Board] 

  

https://lead.org.au/lanv22n2/LANv22n2_02_Grandma_Lead_visits_Broken_Hill.pdf
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AI is tricking people into buying supplements 
July 23, 2026 - Email to The LEAD Group, reprinted from 

https://app.bentonow.com/share/5LE1nPXkPnglkO; https://examine.com  

 

AI has been increasingly pushing branded supplements over the past year. Here are two 

recent examples: 

Example 1 - Random ginger supplement 

A few months ago, I was looking for alternative ways to make ginger-honey-lemon tea, since I 

can’t chop ginger due to tears in my wrist joints. 

One particular AI tool was really helpful … until it randomly suggested ginger and fiber 

supplement brands. 

It soon “confessed” as to what was really going on (confess is in quotes because LLMs are text 

prediction algorithms, not humans): 

 

 
  

https://app.bentonow.com/share/5LE1nPXkPnglkO
https://examine.com/
https://kodama.examine.com/proxy/tracking/emails/qnWLKxKN9N1nb2QCC9imwQctP9RlWRHb/click?signature=71bf6d573aaa0b6e538b00212634c780e3ea865a&url=https%3A%2F%2Fexamine.com%2F%3Futm_source%3Dnewsletter-weekly%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dinsiders-ai-is-tricking-people-into-buying-supplements-260723%26bento_uuid%3Db3b8daa4-777b-40b0-8782-c571e9f87418
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Example 2 - Fake YouTube videos 

My uncle texted me a YouTube video in March, in which a very real looking cardiologist spent 

an hour facing the camera and lecturing about heart disease. Here’s the text exchange: 

 

The video he sent had millions of views, then got taken down a few months later. Of course, a 

bunch of copycat AI videos sprung up with the same exact phrasing, preying on older people. 

We may be at the point in history where those with dubious ethics can most 

easily take susceptible people’s money. Heck, you could probably ask AI how to 

swindle people via supplements and it would eventually give in and tell you a detailed plan. 

I wonder if Examine should make a guide to help combat this even a little bit? Or an advocacy 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=stop+taking+this+pill+it%27s+killing+millions
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=stop+taking+this+pill+it%27s+killing+millions


 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

LEAD Action News Volume 24 Number 2  August 2026 Page 24 of 48 

 

site, coalition, or something else? We have limited time and money so the chances aren’t 

super high, but if you think it’d be helpful we could consider something. 

I doubt it's possible to reverse course as a society, so just make sure that your loved ones don't 

fall for these kinds of tricks. If you found this email helpful, let me know and I’ll keep that in 

mind for future emails. 

Sincerely, 

Kamal Patel 

Co-founder, Examine 

123-720 King St W, Toronto, ON Canada M5V 3S5 

 

 

24 July 2026 FEEDBACK GIVEN BY ELIZABETH O’BRIEN, The LEAD Group Inc, at the 

above link: 

It's great that you are raising the issue of AI being used to sell supplements. It would be 

wonderful if you could propose or develop some handy solutions that, for instance, my 

environmental health charity could incorporate into our AI Policy that we are currently 

developing. 

____________________________________________________________ 
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July 2026 LEAPP Alliance Report 
By Tim Pye, LEAPP Alliance, - Lead Exposure and Poisoning Prevention Alliance - A joint initiative of the Lead 

Containing Materials Association, Lead In The Water and Lead Safe World UK, United Kingdom 

 

 

 

 

To: Supporters of the LEAPP Alliance 

My update of activities in the LEAPP Alliance in June 2026! 

 

Highlights 

• An article has been published in the New Statesman "Revealed: Britain’s lead 

poisoning legacy could still be affecting children" 

• We are forming a management committee  

• The planned MPs briefing has been re-schedule to October/November    

• Submit your entry for the lead-themed Volcano Art Prize 

 

Campaign 

 

Management Committee 

We would like to form a management committee for the reformed LEAPP Alliance. The 

intention is that this will be more active than the previous steering group with meetings every 

month. I have sent an invitation to UK-based allies, together with a terms-of-reference 

document.  

Policy and Advocacy Manager      

Niamh O'Regan has continued to do great work for us. However, she is only available for 

another month so we will be recruiting someone else.  

MPs’ Briefing 

Aveek, Lee, Lauren and Niamh are planning an MPs’ briefing in Westminster.  It is probable 

that this will now be at the end of October or early November. This may coincide with the 

annual WHO International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week. 

PALs 

A couple of people joined after last month's update so I thought I could repeat that if you 

would like to share your experience of the effects of lead on you and your children in a private 

forum, please apply to join the Parents Against Lead Facebook group. 

  

https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ukandirelandparentsagainstlead
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How lead exposure in children can be fixed 

I thought this was interesting and perhaps applicable in the UK. This podcast from Robbie 

Barbero explains how "eliminating elevated lead levels in American children not a moonshot 

but a slam dunk. This is a conversation about a solvable problem. " 

 

Volcano Art Prize 

 

Volcano Art Prize (VAP) is an annual digital art competition for environmental art organised 

by The LEAD Group in which winning entrants will be awarded with cash prizes or mugs 

printed with their own image by the sponsor Pictureproducts. The entry deadline is midnight 

at the end of the day in your time zone on Monday 24th August 2026. You can submit your 

entry here https://volcanoartprize.com/submitentry/  

 

2026 Volcano Art Prize entry 

Artist: Tim Pye 
Title: Don’t dry-sand old paint 
Lead Safety Message: According to Niamh 
O’Regan and Aveek Bhattacharya in the 
New Statesman article Revealed: Britain’s lead 
poisoning legacy could still be affecting 
children: “The UK has some of the oldest 
housing stock in the world.” Old paint is 
invariably lead paint so don’t dry-sand it! 
Description of Work: Gif.  
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-
item/dont-dry-sand-old-paint/  

 

News Media 

 

New Statesman 

Niamh O’Regan and Aveek Bhattacharya have written an article for the New Statesman titled 

"Revealed: Britain’s lead poisoning legacy could still be affecting children". This includes an 

interactive map showing which parliamentary constituencies could be most affected, but it is 

important to recognise that they say that these estimates are illustrative and not based on a 

prevalence study.  

TED Talk 

Although not specific to the UK, I would like to share with you the excellent TED talk by Drew 

McCartor, President of Pure Earth. This can be found here The deadly threat affecting 

millions — and how to prevent it.  

The Sun 

I have been contacted by a journalist with The Sun who is interested in lead exposure from 

food grown in contaminated fields near to industrial locations. We will see how it goes.  

https://play.megaphone.fm/6xmrz6_nrwafhffctxt8sw
https://play.megaphone.fm/6xmrz6_nrwafhffctxt8sw
https://volcanoartprize.com/submitentry/
https://www.newstatesman.com/author/niamhoregan
https://www.newstatesman.com/author/niamhoregan
https://www.newstatesman.com/author/aveekbhattacharya
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/dont-dry-sand-old-paint/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/dont-dry-sand-old-paint/
https://www.newstatesman.com/author/niamhoregan
https://www.newstatesman.com/author/aveekbhattacharya
https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/healthcare/public-health/2026/07/britain-lead-poisioning-legacy-affecting-children
https://www.ted.com/talks/drew_mccartor_the_deadly_threat_affecting_millions_and_how_to_prevent_it
https://www.ted.com/talks/drew_mccartor_the_deadly_threat_affecting_millions_and_how_to_prevent_it
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Government 

I do not have anything to report on government activity except that the planned Lead 

Exposure, Public Health Interventions and Surveillance (LEPHIS) steering group meeting 

has been put back until August 2026. 

  

Business and Professional  

 

Leigh Day 

We had a useful online meeting with three people at Leigh Day Solicitors. The meeting was 

also attended by Simon Reddy and Niamh O'Regan. The outcome was generally positive and 

the Leigh Day attendees agreed that lead exposure claims are something they should be 

looking into, I sent a briefing pack focussing on relevant legislation. I hope that Leigh Day will 

create a specialist practice to help with lead exposure and contamination cases.  

Law Society 

We still need to respond to the letter from a Policy Adviser at The Law Society to our letter of 

October 2025 and also try to ensure that the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government includes information on lead hazards as part of the requirements of ‘material 

information’ for buyers. 

 

Research 

 

ECLIPS 

I am only permitted to report that the ECLIPS pilot is proceeding as planned and most blood 

samples have been returned, but, as yet, we do not have complete data to release. The next 

phase is seeking participants via health care and special education settings. I am in the 

process of submitting a freedom of information request that may enable me to say more. The 

response is promised by 15th July 2026.  

Most of my time recently has been taken up trying to persuade, without success, the ECLIPS 

team to take urgent action based on the blood lead concentrations found so far.  

Coefficient Giving 

I joined a webinar titled "Research Grants to Build Evidence on Global Lead Poisoning" from 

Coefficient Giving. I concluded that this would not be an appropriate source of funding for 

the next phase of the ECLIPS project because they are looking to fund projects in countries 

bearing the highest burdens from lead exposure or research into new ideas. We need a UK 

prevalence study using tested methods.  

Lead Exposure from Battery Recycling 

An article by Lee Crawfurd, James Hu and Theo Mitchell titled "Beyond hotspots: Estimating 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749126006962
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population lead exposure from battery recycling" has been picked by several news media. 

 

Actions 

 

The list of opportunities to influence health and housing policy managers continues to grow. 

Far more than I can take action on alone. Here are some of the things I am doing. 

• Organise a management committee - ongoing 

• Respond to requests for help or advice from individuals as they arise and send test or 

sampling kits if appropriate - ongoing 

• Continue to support the ECLIPS project - ongoing 

• Work with television producers - ongoing 

• Ask the Law Society again about including lead hazards in standard forms completed 

by vendors on sale of homes – Passed to Niamh, to do 

• Have meeting with the partner from Leigh Day – done 

• Investigate the emerging healthy homes standards - to do 

• Try Lauren's HTML on our website hosting platform - to do 

• Ask the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government to include lead 

hazards as material information in house selling reports - to do 

 UK National Screening Committee Counter 

3057 days since the last review on screening children for lead in their blood closed - and 

recommended against screening.  

4-5 years overdue for review. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749126006962
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World Cup 

This is how Pure Earth Mexico are 

using the World Cup to promote 

lead poisoning prevention. "Lead 

Out. From our homes and our 

lives". Top tip - don't kick a lead 

football.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The contents of this report are provided for information only based on the knowledge and experience of the 

author. The author will not take any responsibility for the consequences of any action or inaction taken by the 

reader based on the contents. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://twitter.com/LEAPPAlliance
https://www.facebook.com/LEAPP-Alliance-108066714846265
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9066436/
https://bsky.app/profile/leapp-alliance.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/leapp_alliance/
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Mexico moves forward on lead safety 

 
On 25 June 2026, Abheet Solomon, Partnership for a Lead Free Future (PLF), UNICEF, 
reposted Cecilia De Bustos’ Linked in Post (below) 

 

Mexico moves forward to 'put lead to bed', with UNICEF and partner support! 

 

[URL: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-
meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-
6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&ut
m_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link ] 

 

Cecilia De Bustos, Chief of Nutrition in UNICEF Mexico 

 

It was a pleasure to meet yesterday with colleagues from the Ministry of Health of Mexico 
Secretaría de Salud, alongside experts from INSP and Universidad Iberoamericana and 
partners from Pan American Health Organization, to advance the design of a national 
strategy to prevent lead exposure among children and their families. From UNICEF 
México, we are proud to support both the development of this strategy and the 
implementation of the Put Lead to Bed framework, contributing global evidence and 
technical guidance to accelerate action. This meeting took place in the framework of the 
Interinstitutional Technical Working Group on Lead, bringing together key actors from the 
Ministry of Health, including the General Health Council, DGPSP, INSP, COFEPRIS, 
CENSIA, DEGE, CENAPRECE, among others—demonstrating strong sectoral commitment 
to addressing this critical public health issue. Patricia Clark Francisco Antonio Meza-
Durán Ana Lucia (Lucy) Rosado Gabriel Terres Marta Zapata-Tarrés The urgency 
is clear: 17.4% of children aged 1 to 4 years in Mexico (approximately 1.4 million) have blood 
lead levels ≥5 µg/dL. Recent evidence from INSP confirms that this is a multi-source 
exposure, including glazed pottery, paints, toys, and environmental contamination.  

Very grateful to all colleagues whose dedication is making this work a reality, especially 
Maria R., Alejandra Cantoral, Omar Domínguez Flores, Maribel Vizarraga Leon 
— and especially to our UNICEF Centre of Excellence team for their continuous support and 
leadership: Abheet Solomon, Lenna Neat Swathi Manchikanti Eduardo Celades 
Eduardo Stramandinoli Moreno Diana Restrepo Mejía.  

And thanks to our management for supporting this work! Fernando Carrera Maki Kato 
Graciela Raya Giorguli Pure Earth México Agustín G. Wilbert Solis Ana Gabriela 
Martínez del Angel Gerardo Garcia Marcano Daniel Gardea Letizia Sozzi 
Rodrigo Israel González-Velázquez José Alberto Díaz Quiñonez José Noé Rizo 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&utm_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&utm_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&utm_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&utm_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/cecilia-de-bustos-6450825?trk=public_post_reshare_feed-actor-name
https://mx.linkedin.com/company/secretar%C3%ADa-de-salud?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pan-american-health-organization?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/company/unicefmexico?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/company/unicefmexico?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/patricia-clark-10193136?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/franciscomezaduran/en?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/franciscomezaduran/en?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/ana-lucia-rosado?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/gabriel-terres-5817618?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/marta-zapata-tarr%C3%A9s-5a5037127?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/maria-r-63029556?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/alejandra-cantoral-36373626?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/omar-dom%C3%ADnguez-flores-8148342a4?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/maribel-vizarraga-leon-401b381ba?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://www.linkedin.com/in/abheet-solomon-b882a130?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://jo.linkedin.com/in/lenna?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://www.linkedin.com/in/swathimanchikanti?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://pa.linkedin.com/in/eduardo-celades-51b3b759?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://br.linkedin.com/in/eduardo-stramandinoli-moreno-a2baba311?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://pa.linkedin.com/in/diana-restrepo-mej%C3%ADa-021151130?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/fernando-carrera-08392911?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/maki-kato-98841a34?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/graciela-raya-giorguli-96418713?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/company/pure-earth-mexico?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/agust%C3%ADn-g-3a7917302?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/wilbert-solis-009392a4?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/ana-gabriela-mda?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/ana-gabriela-mda?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://ve.linkedin.com/in/gerardo-garcia-marcano-02260417?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/danielgardea?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/letizia-sozzi-5621138b?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/rodrigo-israel-gonz%C3%A1lez-velazquez/en?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/jos%C3%A9-alberto-d%C3%ADaz-qui%C3%B1onez-439ba7191?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/jos%C3%A9-no%C3%A9-rizo-am%C3%A9zquita-5a2163ba?trk=public_post_reshare-text
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Amézquita Alan Cambrón Domínguez Fabiola Acosta Manning Paola Sastré 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://mx.linkedin.com/in/jos%C3%A9-no%C3%A9-rizo-am%C3%A9zquita-5a2163ba?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/alan-cambr%C3%B3n-dom%C3%ADnguez-801907123?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/fabiola-acosta-manning?trk=public_post_reshare-text
https://mx.linkedin.com/in/paolasg88?trk=public_post_reshare-text
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Benjamin Franklin and a Useful Truth 

BRUCE LANPHEAR  JUL 05, 2026  

 

[URL: https://blanphear.substack.com/p/benjamin-franklin-and-the-useful ] 

 

 

Benjamin Franklin helped found the United States—but 

he also helped uncover one of history’s oldest 

environmental poisons. 

Benjamin Franklin is one of my favorite figures from the American Revolution—not because 

he was flawless, but because he seemed endlessly curious about how the world worked and 

how life might be made a little better, safer, wiser, and more humane. 

He was a printer, inventor, diplomat, humorist, scientist, abolitionist, and political strategist. 

He helped found the United States, the Library Company of Philadelphia, the American 

Philosophical Society, the Union Fire Company, and the Pennsylvania Hospital. He studied 

storms, ocean currents, and electricity. He invented bifocals because he was tired of changing 

glasses. 

https://substack.com/@brucelanphear
https://blanphear.substack.com/p/benjamin-franklin-and-the-useful
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But on the 250th anniversary of the United States, I find myself thinking about another 

Franklin. Not the statesman under chandeliers in Paris, but the observant young printer who 

noticed that certain trades seemed to leave people crippled, sickened, or in pain. 

Franklin may have been one of America’s first great observers of environmental health. 

And he understood something we still struggle to accept today: prevention depends not only 

on discovering danger, but on whether society is willing to act before more people are 

harmed. 

Franklin learned this lesson painfully. In 1736, his four-year-old son Francis died of smallpox. 

Smallpox was among the great terrors of the eighteenth century. It killed many who 

contracted it and scarred countless others. Yet by Franklin’s time, inoculation—deliberate 

exposure to a milder form of the disease—was already proving capable of preventing severe 

illness and death. 

Franklin hesitated. Francis was not inoculated in time. The loss haunted him for the rest of 

his life. 

Years later, Franklin publicly urged parents not to repeat his mistake. He became a strong 

advocate for smallpox inoculation and published data comparing survival rates among 

inoculated and naturally infected patients. He had learned, through grief, one of public 

health’s hardest truths: waiting for certainty can carry its own terrible risk. 

That same lesson appears again and again throughout Franklin’s life. Long before scientists 

understood toxicology, Franklin was noticing patterns of disease tied to work and 

environment. 

As a young printer in London, he recalled an older worker warning him against the practice of 

heating the lead metal type near the fire. The man described printers whose hands became 

weak and useless—a condition called “the dangles.” Franklin later remembered experiencing 

pain in his own hands before abandoning the practice. Today we would recognize this as a 

likely form of occupational lead poisoning. 

Lead saturated eighteenth-century life. It lined pipes and roofs, glazed pottery, sweetened 

wine and rum, and infused the air of workshops and foundries. Printers handled it daily 
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through metal type. Painters, plumbers, glaziers, potters, and shipbuilders worked with it 

constantly. 

People knew something was wrong long before they understood why. 

Across England and the American colonies, mysterious outbreaks of severe abdominal pain 

were common. The illness was called “dry gripes,” “dry bellyache,” or “Devonshire colic.” 

Victims suffered agonizing stomach pain, constipation, weakness, and sometimes paralysis. 

The disease often appeared seasonally and clustered among particular workers, but its cause 

remained elusive. 

Franklin began connecting the dots. 

He recalled hearing stories as a boy in the colonies about “dry gripes” among drinkers of New 

England rum distilled through lead components. He observed similar illnesses among 

artisans exposed to lead in their work. In a famous 1768 letter to the English physician Sir 

George Baker, Franklin listed the trades in which the disease appeared: plumbers, painters, 

glaziers, potters, and type founders among them. 

Baker would later solve one of medicine’s enduring mysteries by tracing Devonshire colic to 

lead used in cider presses and storage vessels. The illness peaked in autumn after cider 

production—exactly when contaminated cider was most heavily consumed. 

Franklin did not make the final discovery, but he recognized the pattern. The same disease 

appeared wherever lead entered the body. 

It was an early act of environmental epidemiology: observing clusters of illness, tracing 

common exposures, and identifying a hidden hazard woven into ordinary life. 

Franklin also wrote about lead in rainwater collected from roofs lined with lead flashing. He 

warned about leaden still-heads and “worms” used in rum distillation. He noted occupational 

illness among stonecutters and painters. Again and again, he returned to the same unsettling 

realization: useful knowledge often arrives long before society is prepared to act upon it. 

In 1786, late in life, Franklin wrote one of the most haunting sentences in the history of public 

health: 
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“So sensible is the effect of lead poison that the physicians have long been acquainted with 

it… and yet it is a long time since the mischievous effect from lead taken internally has been 

known; and how long a useful truth may be known, and exist, before it is generally received 

and practiced on …” 

The sentence still feels painfully modern. Franklin understood that the obstacle was rarely 

ignorance alone. Often the greater obstacle was delay. 

The human tendency to normalize familiar harms. The reluctance to disturb commerce. The 

hope that uncertainty might excuse inaction. The temptation to wait for absolute proof while 

the damage accumulates quietly in homes, workplaces, and communities. 

This may be Franklin’s most overlooked contribution—not merely that he recognized lead as 

dangerous, but that he recognized the social pattern surrounding dangerous knowledge. 

A useful truth may exist for decades before society is willing to practice upon it. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Experts create knowledge 

Connectors create impact 
 

On 23 Jul 2026, Grandma Lead reposted this Dr Sarvesh Soni LinkedIn post after it was first 
reposted by Dr Mark Laidlaw of The LEAD Group’s Technical Advisory Board. Then the repost was 
supported by Dr Soni and we set up an email correspondence about making Point Cook Air Base in 
Victoria, hopefully, a model general aviation airport in Australia leading the way towards the 
elimination of the use of Leaded AvGas in propellor aircraft. 

 

Repost message by Elizabeth O’Brien aka Grandma Lead, The LEAD Group 

 

Check out Dr Sarvesh Soni’s wise words for impactful “connectors”: 

“Experts create knowledge 

Connectors create impact.” 

 

I sincerely hope that The LEAD Group’s www.leadsafeworld.com continues to funnel the 
knowledge of our charity’s Technical Advisory Board, via the work of our Lead Safe World 
Partners, into meaningful lead-safety for billions of organisms.  

 

 
Dr Sarvesh Soni – 

23/7/26  

 

Experts create 
knowledge 

Connectors 
create impact 

 

 

[URL: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dr-sarvesh-soni_leadership-boundaryspanners-

researchtranslation-activity-7485930148001673216-Nziq ] 

The most influential people are often not the experts. They're the connectors who turn ideas 
into impact. I started my career as a scientist, believing success was about becoming the 
expert in the room. After working across research, government and community leadership, I 

have learned something different:      Impact happens when people connect ideas       , sectors 

http://www.leadsafeworld.com/
https://au.linkedin.com/in/dr-sarvesh-soni?trk=public_post_feed-actor-name
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dr-sarvesh-soni_leadership-boundaryspanners-researchtranslation-activity-7485930148001673216-Nziq
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dr-sarvesh-soni_leadership-boundaryspanners-researchtranslation-activity-7485930148001673216-Nziq
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and communities. Looking back, many of the achievements I am most proud of came from 

building bridges, not silos.      Expertise matters. But connection creates impact. The 

question is: are you 🫵 building knowledge, or are you building bridges?      after all, the 
world's biggest challenges aren't solved by one person. They are solved when people come 
together.  

 

          #Leadership #BoundarySpanners #ResearchTranslation #PublicPolicy 
#connectors #EvidenceToImpact #Collaboration #reflection Dr Sampa Sarkar 
RMIT University STEM Sisters Australian Professionals of Multicultural 
Communities Australian Professionals of Multicultural Communities 
Australian Academy of Technological Sciences & Engineering The Australian 
Academy of Science Charles Brennan Rajaraman Eri Abhishek Mishra Veena 
Nair Suk Narayanan FTGN Women in STEMM Australia RMIT STEM College 
Aravind Surapaneni Nick Reece ARC Training Centre for the Transformation of 
Australia's Biosolids Resource RMIT Enabling Impact Platforms RMIT 
Technology and Entrepreneurship Network and Club MIND-X TECHNOLOGY 
AND EDUCATION CONSULTANCY Research Australia 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

On a clear day 

Artist: Claire Leight 

Lead-Safety Message: If lead could be 

removed from aviation fuel, all days could 

look like this. 

Volcano Art Prize 2025 Entry [LID 28923] 

 

 

 

Sunset clause 

Artist: Benji Muthukrishna 

Lead-Safety Message: Australia needs a sunset clause, 

meaning a legislated date to cease the use of leaded 

aviation fuel. A good date would be 2030 or earlier. 

Volcano Art Prize 2025 Entry [LID 28892] 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fleadership&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fboundaryspanners&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fresearchtranslation&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fpublicpolicy&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fconnectors&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fevidencetoimpact&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fcollaboration&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Freflection&trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/dr-sampa-sarkar-5a9366189?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/school/rmit-university/?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/stem-sisters?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/apoc-community?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/apoc-community?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/apoc-community?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/atse-au?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/the-australian-academy-of-science?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/the-australian-academy-of-science?trk=public_post-text
https://nz.linkedin.com/in/charles-brennan?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/rajaraman-eri-66532643?trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/in/abhishek-mishra-63933958?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/veena-nair-91396939?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/veena-nair-91396939?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/suknarayanan?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/women-in-stemm-australia?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/showcase/rmit-stem-college/?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/aravind-surapaneni-a5363b13b?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/in/nickreecemelbourne?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/transformingbiosolids?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/transformingbiosolids?trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/rmit-enabling-impact-platforms/?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/rmit-technology-and-entrepreneurship-club-network?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/rmit-technology-and-entrepreneurship-club-network?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/mind-x-technology-and-education-consultancy?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/mind-x-technology-and-education-consultancy?trk=public_post-text
https://au.linkedin.com/company/research-australia?trk=public_post-text
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/on-a-clear-day/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/on-a-clear-day/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/sunset-clause/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/sunset-clause/
https://volcanoartprize.com/?post_type=portfolio&p=4338&preview=true
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The Grandmother Effect 
Blue Zones LLC reel [URLs www.bluezones.com ; https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZKivIOlTxQ/ ] 

Transcript: 

So in blue zones, the secret to living to a hundred is not a 

silver bullet, it's a silver buck shot: 

lots of small things that are often overlooked that have a 

much bigger impact than we think. And one of them we 

see, especially in Sardinia but also in Ikaria and in Costa 

Rica, is the grandmother effect. 

It's something that’s been observed in many [human] 

cultures throughout the world and even other species. 

And that effect is that when you keep a grandparent 

nearby, the grandchildren have better survival 

rates, lower rates of mortality and lower rates of 

disease. 

So what's the lesson here? Instead of warehousing our 

aging parents in a retirement home, keep them nearby. 

Ideally living in your house, if not living nearby. 

Harness their wisdom. Harness their resilience. Put them 

to work. Tell them they count. Use them for child care. 

Grab their recipes that have been around in your family 

for a hundred years. 

Let them help you get through the difficult times. 

The grandmother effect will help not only make sure that you become a grandparent yourself 

but you might even live to a hundred. 

_______________________________________________ 
 

2013 Volcano Art Prize Entry:  
 
Artist: Noela Whitton. 
Title: Alex with sunflowers.  
Lead-safety message: My grandson Alex grew sunflowers 
which removed some lead from the garden soil - but we 
didn't let him eat the seeds or compost the plants! 
Description of Work: Watercolour. 
URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/alex-
with-sunflowers/ [LID 17133] 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
  

http://www.bluezones.com/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZKivIOlTxQ/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/alex-with-sunflowers/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/alex-with-sunflowers/
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Lead Was the Greatest Killer 
From the writings of Percy Robert Cornford, a self-taught campaigner who wrote to The LEAD 

Group in 2011 

Quotes from Percy Robert Cornford, collated and strung together and illustrated by Volcano Art Prize entries 

selected by Claude AI, under instructions from, reference-checked and edited by Elizabeth O’Brien BSc 

GradDipHealthEd, Lead Scientist, The LEAD Group Inc. NB: LID means Library Identifier from The LEAD 

Group’s Library Database. 

In late 2011 a man in far north Queensland searched online for the Toxic Chemical Committee (TCC) 

which I, Elizabeth O’Brien, was a member of in 1994 when I worked as the Toxics Campaigner for the 

Total Environment Centre (TEC) in Sydney, which hosted the TCC. He did not find the TCC. “It came 

up with ‘LEAD’,” he wrote. He had wanted a newsletter; he found somewhere to send a lifetime of 

worry. 

Between September and December 2011, Percy Robert “Bob” Cornford sent The LEAD Group charity, 

which I co-founded and have run since 1990, a bundle of writing: a manifesto for self-sufficient 

communities, a long health manuscript he called Precious Morning, a piece on mercury fillings, and a 

last letter about a distressed stretch of coast. The pages are dense and urgent, and shot through with 

one conviction that has not dated: the metals we scatter into the world are poisoning it, and us. This 

article is drawn entirely from his own words. Where he ran ahead of the evidence, we say so; where his 

instinct was sound, and on lead it usually was, we say that too. 

He found us by accident 

Cornford came to lead through a long argument with the world, not a laboratory. His covering note 

was disarming: “This is my old rough work. I apologise as people find my writing so offensive.” He 

signed off “Regards, Robert,” and promised to send more. He kept the promise. Every small charity 

knows the type: the citizen who has thought hard, alone, for decades, and at last found someone who 

might listen. 

2026 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Paula Jacobe, Age: 11, School in 

the Philippines.  

Title: How Lead Harms.  

Lead-Safety Message: Lead replaces Iron 

in the blood causing anemia, reduces IQ 

making it harder to learn, and increases 

the risk of early death from stroke and 

heart attack. Protect Their Future: Keep 

Kids Safe from Lead Poisoning.  

Description of Work: Pen and coloring 

pencils on paper.  

URL: 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/how-lead-harms/ [LID 29411] 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/how-lead-harms/
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A campaigner since the 1970s 

“In the 70’s, I wrote two books,” he told us, “‘Land Care - How to enhance biodiversity’ and ‘Last Gasp 

- State of environment’. Totally rejected.” He was writing about biodiversity forty years before the 

word entered common speech. One line, dropped at the foot of a page, holds everything: “Lead was 

greatest killer. Fought against bad in 70.” Lead was not one hazard among many for him. It was the 

first and worst, and his fight against it ran back to the start of his adult life. That he reached The LEAD 

Group by accident, four decades later, has a certain rightness. 

Homes and communities must be self-sufficient 

His manifesto reads like a constitution written by one man for a country that never asked for it: 

“Preservation of humanity and civilisation is impossible without intrinsic rights of life and ecosystems 

to exist.” His “essential requirements” ran to clean technology, biodynamic farming, a Community Bill 

of Rights, an Environmental Legal Defence Fund, and an end to mining coal, oil, gas and uranium. 

But he wanted more than law. Each citizen, he proposed, should serve “a period of service to humanity 

and our environment”, because “without caring and compassion then one is separate, angry and 

confused with the world”. It is a striking line from a man who felt the world had turned its back on 

him: the repair of a poisoned country begins with caring about it. He knew what stood in the way. 

“The toxic industry constructs Government, media, judges, Government Department.” Some of that is 

the language of a man who has stopped being heard; some of it names, plainly, the regulatory capture 

that campaigners would spend the next fifteen years describing more politely. “For evil to exist decent 

people do nothing,” he wrote. “When industry is the law then resistance is one’s own duty.” 

2020 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Elizabeth O’Brien.  

Title: The world below the brine…The leaden-eyed 

shark…  

Lead-Safety Message: Great White Sharks Have 

Toxic Levels Of Mercury, Arsenic And Lead In 

Their Blood - it’s likely if we eat the same fish that 

sharks eat, we’ll be poisoned too!  

Description of Work: Title from a poem in Walt 

Whitman’s ‘Leaves of Grass’ book of poems. Lead 

pencil and pen drawing.  

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/the-world-below-the-brine-the-leaden-eyed-

shark/ [LID 19632] 

 

 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/the-world-below-the-brine-the-leaden-eyed-shark/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/the-world-below-the-brine-the-leaden-eyed-shark/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/the-world-below-the-brine-the-leaden-eyed-shark/
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The convictions 

Most of what Cornford sent was about health, and here we must be careful on his behalf. His 

manuscripts argue that heavy metals and man-made chemicals cause nearly all disease, that medicine 

conceals it, and that almost any illness can be cured naturally. He calls cancer treatment “a cruel hoax” 

and says disease is “easily cured naturally”. These were his convictions, and we present them as his, 

not ours. The LEAD Group does not endorse them, and no reader should act on them. His medicine 

ran well ahead of the evidence, and often against it. 

Strip that away, and the core is something The LEAD Group has worked on for decades: lead, 

mercury, cadmium and aluminium are real neurotoxins, they accumulate in bone and brain, and small 

childhood exposures carry a lifelong cost. There is no known safe level of lead in a child’s blood apart 

from zero. The mechanisms Cornford invented were his own; the underlying worry, that we have filled 

the world with metals the body cannot handle and the young pay most, is one we share. 

2018 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Susan Pelaggi.  

Title: Reality at Sea.  

Lead-Safety Message: Keep our oceans 

and fish lead free.  

Description of Work: Photo of Painting.  

URL: 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/reality-at-sea/ [LID 28344] 

 

 

 

The coast that was dying 

His last letter, in December 2011, turned from the body to the sea. “Death to any fish that stray into 

Gladstone Harbour with high levels of fluoride and lead. Now dugongs and turtles float dead on the 

water.” He wrote of rotting seagrass, sulphur on the Hervey Bay beaches, coal-seam gas, and creatures 

he believed already gone. “Where have all the fish, pipis, yabbies gone... Guess no one still care or 

interested.” 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/reality-at-sea/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/reality-at-sea/
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2022 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Christopher Nguyen, Age 10, Creative 

Einstein.  

Title: Sea Turtle.  

Lead-Safety Message: The ocean can be a 

dangerous place for a sea turtle, help them 

out by keeping it lead free!  

Description of Work: Colouring pencils on 

paper.  

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/sea-turtle/ [LID 26422] 

 

The timing is worth sitting with. He wrote weeks after one of the worst marine-health crises in the 

recent history of the Queensland coast. From about April 2011 fish in Gladstone Harbour turned up 

diseased; on 16 September the government closed some 500 square kilometres to fishing; more than 

forty fishermen reported boils after contact with the water. The port corporation blamed the previous 

summer’s floods, not the dredging then under way for gas export. But an independent investigation by 

the fish veterinarian Dr Matt Landos, in early 2012, judged the floods an unlikely cause and pointed 

instead to sediment, heavy metals and toxic algae in the turbid water created by Australia’s largest 

ever dredging project. A pensioner on a beach had reached for nearly the same list. 

The last letter 

By the end of 2011 he was tired. He thought of setting aside Precious Morning to begin a book on 

extinction, Seahorse Epitaph. He was on a pension; good health, he said, was “impossible on 

pension”. He still camped around Australia alone, though he doubted he could afford it much longer. 

Beneath it all sat one plain request: “Before I die like to know the truth.” 

2023 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Haoze (Allen) Li, Age 11, Highgate Public 

School.  

Title: Habitat of sea turtles.  

Lead-Safety Message: If you let out lead and not 

put it away safely, it can destroy the safe places 

where sea turtles can live.  

Description of Work: Acrylic painting. 

 URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/habitat-of-sea-turtles/ [LID 27666] 

 

We cannot tell readers whether Robert 

Cornford is still living. Percy Robert 

Cornford corresponded with Elizabeth O’Brien of The LEAD Group between September and 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/sea-turtle/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/sea-turtle/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/habitat-of-sea-turtles/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/habitat-of-sea-turtles/
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December 2011, and Elizabeth sent two emails to him since, in 2014 when he did not reply, and in 

2026 when the email address failed. 

2023 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Azalea Manttan, Age: 18 months.  

Title: My Life is in Your Hands.  

Lead-Safety Message: Please make the world lead-safe 

and climate-safe by the time I grow up.  

Description of Work: Hand prints with non-toxic 

children’s paint.  

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/my-

life-is-in-your-hands/ [LID 27644] 

 

What he was trying to tell us 

• It would be easy to file Cornford as a curiosity: an autodidact certain the media had “knocked me out twice”, 
wrong about a great deal. That misses him. He had cared, at real cost and for no reward, about the same 
things The LEAD Group cares about, since the 1970s. He grasped early that lead and its fellow metals are a 
poison, not a nuisance, that children bear the cost, and that the health of a body and of a coastline are one 
question asked twice. He was right about the shape of the danger even if he was wrong about the detail. 

 

He asked us to help him “fill in all the false that exist”. The honest thing is the reverse: to keep what 

was true, mark where he went past the evidence currently available, and let a man who spent his life 

being turned away finally be read. Lead was the greatest killer, he told us. On that, he was not wrong. 

 

NOTES and REFERENCES 

Cornford’s words are quoted verbatim from the seven documents he sent (Sept-Dec 2011), original 

spelling and grammar kept. 

2018 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: William Nguyen, Age 11, Creative Einstein.  

Title: Turtle.  

Lead-Safety Message: Never use lead sinkers where 

turtles swim because they might swallow the sinkers 

and die.  

Description of Work: Colour pencil.  

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/turtle-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-

school-age-11/ [LID 19169] 

 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/my-life-is-in-your-hands/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/my-life-is-in-your-hands/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/turtle-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-school-age-11/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/turtle-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-school-age-11/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/turtle-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-school-age-11/
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The added Gladstone figures are from Gladstone Harbour 2011 online search results: 

The Conversation, “Is dredging killing the Gladstone fish and making us sick?” (23 Sep 2011), 

https://theconversation.com/is-dredging-killing-the-gladstone-fish-and-making-us-sick-3517 

[LID 29820] 

Crikey, “Call to stop Gladstone dredging...” (19 Oct 2011), 

https://www.crikey.com.au/2011/10/19/call-to-stop-gladstone-dredging-until-fish-human-

health-impact-resolved/ [LID 29819] 

Fishing World, “Gladstone cover-up exposed” (18 Nov 2013), 

https://fishingworld.com.au/news/gladstone-cover-up-exposed/ [LID 29821] 

Dr Matt Landos’ independent investigation (2012) was not found online as at 29 Jul 2026 but the 

above Fishing World article included:  

“…Dr Landos suggested that other factors, including exposure to sediment, metals and toxic algae, 

may have been implicated in the disease outbreak. Dr Landos noted that all of these potential 

causes could be linked to plumes of poor quality turbid water originating from port development 

works which included Australia’s largest ever dredging project.” 

2025 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) 

Entry.  

Artist: Phoenix Jewson, Age 5, 

Home-schooled.  

Title: Rainbow the Turtle.  

Lead-Safety Message: Climate 

change significantly impacts coral 

reef ecosystems through ocean 

warming, acidification, and altered 

weather patterns, leading to coral 

bleaching, reduced growth, and 

increased mortality among fish, 

turtles, crabs and seahorses. Get 

your lead-free energy from the sun 

like we do at our farm.  

Description of Work: crayon and 

watercolour drawing. 

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/rainbow-the-turtle/ [LID 28907] 

  

https://theconversation.com/is-dredging-killing-the-gladstone-fish-and-making-us-sick-3517
https://www.crikey.com.au/2011/10/19/call-to-stop-gladstone-dredging-until-fish-human-health-impact-resolved/
https://www.crikey.com.au/2011/10/19/call-to-stop-gladstone-dredging-until-fish-human-health-impact-resolved/
https://fishingworld.com.au/news/gladstone-cover-up-exposed/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/rainbow-the-turtle/
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2023 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Arooba Sultana, Age: 8, Creative Einstein.  

Title: Aboriginal Turtle.  

Lead-Safety Message: Lead could hurt animal, plants 

and other living creatures, we must be careful with lead.  

Description of Work: Dot Painting (Non Toxic Oil 

Pastels on Acid Free Paper).  

URL: https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/aboriginal-turtle-2/ [LID 17609] 

 

 

Adelaide Advertiser (The Advertiser) “Dugong deaths in Gladstone Harbour spell 'ecological 

disaster'” (26 Jul 2011) https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/ipad/dugong-deaths-in-gladstone-

harbour-spell-ecological-disaster/news-story/c3fd6904e55453b46ab8080594771f2e  [LID 

29822] which includes: 

 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS have warned of a disaster on the Great Barrier Reef after the 

discovery of a dead dugong. 

 

It was found washed up on a beach in Gladstone Harbour, the fourth dugong, along with 

three dolphins and 40 turtles that have been found washed up around the harbour since 

May. 

 

Friends of the Earth spokesman Drew Hutton said he had seen first-hand the destruction 

around the harbour since construction of the LNG facilities had started. 

 

"Gladstone is the end-point of the export coal seam gas/LNG industry in Queensland and 

liquification plants, pipelines and port facilities are being built in this part of the Great 

Barrier Reef world heritage area," Mr Hutton said. 

 

Friends of the Earth spokesman Drew Hutton said he had seen first-hand the destruction 

around the harbour since construction of the LNG facilities had started. 

 

"Gladstone is the end-point of the export coal seam gas/LNG industry in Queensland and 

liquification plants, pipelines and port facilities are being built in this part of the Great 

Barrier Reef world heritage area," Mr Hutton said. 

 

He said the harbour might be a dugong sanctuary but at the moment it is full of shipping and 

loud noises and the only dugongs being found are dead ones. 

 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/aboriginal-turtle-2/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/aboriginal-turtle-2/
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/ipad/dugong-deaths-in-gladstone-harbour-spell-ecological-disaster/news-story/c3fd6904e55453b46ab8080594771f2e
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/ipad/dugong-deaths-in-gladstone-harbour-spell-ecological-disaster/news-story/c3fd6904e55453b46ab8080594771f2e
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2014 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Muhammad Nadjamuddin, Age: 

8, Creative Einstein.  

Title: Aboriginal turtle.  

Lead-Safety Message: Lead is really 

poisonous because it could kill lots of 

animals and it could even kill lots of us.  

Description of Work: Dot Painting (Non 

Toxic Oil Pastels on Acid Free Paper).  

URL: 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-

item/aboriginal-turtle/ [LID 17605] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Ryan Hou, age 10, Creative 

Einstein 

Title: Tortoise.  

Lead-Safety Message: Please don’t 

lead poison the turtles.  

Description of Work: Colour pencil. 

 =URL: 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/tortoise-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-school-age-10/ [LID 

19175] 

 

Limpus, Colin, Marine wildlife stranding and mortality database annual report 2011 lII. Marine 

Turtle. Conservation Technical and Data Report 2012 (3):1-46, (2012) 

https://www.academia.edu/22196584/Marine_wildlife_stranding_and_mortality_database_an

nual_report_2011_lII_Marine_Turtle_Conservation_Technical_and_Data_Report_2012_3_1_

46   [LID 29823] 

 

 

 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/aboriginal-turtle/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/aboriginal-turtle/
https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/tortoise-creative-einstein-education-tutoring-school-age-10/
https://www.academia.edu/22196584/Marine_wildlife_stranding_and_mortality_database_annual_report_2011_lII_Marine_Turtle_Conservation_Technical_and_Data_Report_2012_3_1_46
https://www.academia.edu/22196584/Marine_wildlife_stranding_and_mortality_database_annual_report_2011_lII_Marine_Turtle_Conservation_Technical_and_Data_Report_2012_3_1_46
https://www.academia.edu/22196584/Marine_wildlife_stranding_and_mortality_database_annual_report_2011_lII_Marine_Turtle_Conservation_Technical_and_Data_Report_2012_3_1_46
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2024 Volcano Art Prize (VAP) Entry.  

Artist: Tianyang Zhao, Age: 11, 

School Name: Creative Einstein.  

Title: Blue Crab.  

Lead-Safety Message: Blue crabs are 

eaten by fish, bigger crabs, mammals, 

birds and turtles so its lucky that 

crabs are generally lower in lead and 

mercury than other sea creatures.  

Description of Work: Coloured pencil 

drawing.  

URL: 

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/blue-crab/ [LID 28194] 

 

The marine turtle URL (above) includes the following AI-generated: 

Key takeaways  

1. 2011 recorded 1793 confirmed marine turtle strandings, the highest since 1996. 

2. Natural causes accounted for 56% of identifiable turtle mortalities; human activities 44%. 

3. Vessel interactions caused 126 turtle injuries or deaths, predominantly affecting green turtles. 

4. Gladstone region showed over fivefold increase in turtle records from 2010, raising 
conservation concerns. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://volcanoartprize.com/portfolio-item/blue-crab/
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Subscribe, Join &/or Donate for a Lead Safe World 

You can receive a free emailed notification whenever a LEAD Action News has been web-published 

just by filling in the Subscription Form at www.lead.org.au/LEAD_Action_News_Subscription.html 

Become a member of The LEAD Group Inc. at www.leadsafeworld.com/shop/ - which also entails 

emailed notification when a newsletter is web-published. Make a tax-deductible (in Australia) 

donation to LEAF (the Lead Education and Abatement Fund) at www.leadsafeworld.com/contribute/   

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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