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Mexico moves forward on lead safety 

 
On 25 June 2026, Abheet Solomon, Partnership for a Lead Free Future (PLF), UNICEF, 
reposted Cecilia De Bustos’ Linked in Post (below) 

 

Mexico moves forward to 'put lead to bed', with UNICEF and partner support! 

 

[URL: https://www.linkedin.com/posts/abheet-solomon-b882a130_it-was-a-pleasure-to-
meet-yesterday-with-activity-7475698100615925760-
6YQi?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAAuIMiwByIhqX9bQiFI9QLOYbLHtAq9IxXY&ut
m_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=copy_link ] 

 

Cecilia De Bustos, Chief of Nutrition in UNICEF Mexico 

 

It was a pleasure to meet yesterday with colleagues from the Ministry of Health of Mexico 
Secretaría de Salud, alongside experts from INSP and Universidad Iberoamericana and 
partners from Pan American Health Organization, to advance the design of a national 
strategy to prevent lead exposure among children and their families. From UNICEF 
México, we are proud to support both the development of this strategy and the 
implementation of the Put Lead to Bed framework, contributing global evidence and 
technical guidance to accelerate action. This meeting took place in the framework of the 
Interinstitutional Technical Working Group on Lead, bringing together key actors from the 
Ministry of Health, including the General Health Council, DGPSP, INSP, COFEPRIS, 
CENSIA, DEGE, CENAPRECE, among others—demonstrating strong sectoral commitment 
to addressing this critical public health issue. Patricia Clark Francisco Antonio Meza-
Durán Ana Lucia (Lucy) Rosado Gabriel Terres Marta Zapata-Tarrés The urgency 
is clear: 17.4% of children aged 1 to 4 years in Mexico (approximately 1.4 million) have blood 
lead levels ≥5 µg/dL. Recent evidence from INSP confirms that this is a multi-source 
exposure, including glazed pottery, paints, toys, and environmental contamination.  

Very grateful to all colleagues whose dedication is making this work a reality, especially 
Maria R., Alejandra Cantoral, Omar Domínguez Flores, Maribel Vizarraga Leon 
— and especially to our UNICEF Centre of Excellence team for their continuous support and 
leadership: Abheet Solomon, Lenna Neat Swathi Manchikanti Eduardo Celades 
Eduardo Stramandinoli Moreno Diana Restrepo Mejía.  

And thanks to our management for supporting this work! Fernando Carrera Maki Kato 
Graciela Raya Giorguli Pure Earth México Agustín G. Wilbert Solis Ana Gabriela 
Martínez del Angel Gerardo Garcia Marcano Daniel Gardea Letizia Sozzi 
Rodrigo Israel González-Velázquez José Alberto Díaz Quiñonez José Noé Rizo 
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Amézquita Alan Cambrón Domínguez Fabiola Acosta Manning Paola Sastré 
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