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Pure Earth is Bringing Lead Poisoning to the TED 

Mainstage at TED2026 
Email from Drew McCartor, President, Pure Earth, to Pure Earth news subscribers, March 27, 2026 

 

Dear Elizabeth, 

 

I am thrilled to share that I will be speaking at TED2026 in Vancouver, where I will 

take the mainstage to talk about Pure Earth's initiative to protect 500 million 

children from lead poisoning. 

One of the goals of my talk is to reframe our understanding of the scale of harm. Lead poisoning causes 

more deaths annually than all natural disasters, active wars, traffic accidents, HIV, and malaria combined. 

It's time we stop treating this issue as a footnote in the human story and treat it as the headline it is. 

My TED talk won't be available for a few months, but I'll be sharing updates on LinkedIn from behind the 

scenes. I hope you'll follow along. 

If you're interested in learning more about our Audacious Project, you can join us virtually on April 9th 

for From Bold Ideas to Global Impact: How Collaborative Philanthropy Fuels Change, a webinar hosted 

by Devex with The Audacious Project. Keep scrolling for more details and a registration link. 

 

Sincerely,  

Drew McCartor 

President, Pure Earth 

________________________________________________________________________ 

https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fconferences.ted.com%2Fted2026%3Futm_source%3Dingo%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_campaign%3Dspeakers&cf=7180&v=eb7ffdfc79e87638d5604c5d422fc49024a6afff10eb8999ed235a7723e0d4be
https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pureearth.org%2Four-audacious-idea-protect-500-million-children-from-lead-poisoning-by-2033%2F&cf=7180&v=4e12c6549c1c561dd8e7223bb7f8193e38a7a005423c0a50e1f61d1a00a56d8f
https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pureearth.org%2Four-audacious-idea-protect-500-million-children-from-lead-poisoning-by-2033%2F&cf=7180&v=4e12c6549c1c561dd8e7223bb7f8193e38a7a005423c0a50e1f61d1a00a56d8f
https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fdrewmccartor&cf=7180&v=8d94940c5699f76724e773ac0e60d35d958bc76824c09f07e9850b6334fc9559
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Webinar on April 9th with Devex and The Audacious Project 

On April 9th, Drew will join global leaders for a virtual conversation with Raj Kumar, President and Editor-

in-Chief at Devex, to discuss how catalytic philanthropy is helping scale solutions to lead poisoning and 

other urgent global challenges. 

 

Over the past eight years, The Audacious Project community has mobilized $7.6 billion toward bold 
initiatives in health, climate, education, and economic opportunity. Drew will be among fellow grantee 
leaders sharing practical insights on how funding, cross-sector collaboration, and storytelling can 
accelerate real impact for communities worldwide. 

Register Now 

  

https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devex.com%2Fevents%2Ffrom-bold-ideas-to-global-impact-how-collaborative-philanthropy-fuels-change-266&cf=7180&v=7610206cc680cbee3ef5e06bf7ef82a4a693bff5fdea539f490c1532584edc57
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In Ghana, Training the Trainers 

Earlier this month, Pure Earth brought together senior leadership, technical experts, and representatives 

from the Ghana and Ethiopian Environmental Protection Authorities for a Training of Trainers workshop 

in Ghana. 

Participants built hands-on skills in identifying and assessing lead contamination risks, from used lead-acid 
battery recycling sites to consumer products found in everyday markets. The goal: equip teams not just to 
identify lead exposure, but to train others, building the regional capacity needed for lasting reductions in 
lead exposure. 

Read More on the Blog 

 

OUR MISSION 

Pure Earth partners with governments, communities and industry leaders to identify and 
implement solutions that stop toxic exposures, protect health, and restore environments.  

Solve Pollution. Save Lives. Protect The Planet. 

Donate to Support Our Work 

Drew McCartor 

Pure Earth Blacksmith Institute 

475 Riverside Drive 

New York, NEW YORK 10115 
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https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pureearth.org%2Fbuilding-capacity-to-combat-lead-exposure-pure-earths-regional-training-in-ghana%2F&cf=7180&v=6b03355a57ef7b24a04bb247636c1c3acda6102fbdb0214d6ee2d9271891d00a
https://click-1518120.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31543710&msgid=323047&act=7DBZ&c=1518120&pid=1728485&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pureearth.org%2Ftake-action%2F&cf=7180&v=4cb887cdbf12698c806ef63e37a38089ff49addf24c0fbda34e8853dc92f2d0a

